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REF: (A) STATE 028548; (B) CAPE TOWN 100 (NOTAL); 

(C) CAPE TOWN 0084 (NOTAL) 

1. INQUIRY WITH DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS (DFA) FEBRUARY 13 
ELICITED RESPONSE ONLY THAT DFA UNINFORMED ON SWAPO ARRESTS AND 
WOULD UNDERTAKE TO OBTAIN INFORMATION FOR EMBASSY. 

2. HOWEVER, IN TELCON WITH OFFICIAL IN WINDHOEK OFFICE OF PRIME 
MINISTER'S REPRESENTATIVE IN SWA, WE LEARNED FOLLOWING: TEN 
SWAPO OR SWAPO YOUTH LEAGUE MEMBERS HAVE BEEN ARRESTED UNDER 
TERMS OF TERRORISM ACT. SIX ARE OFFICE HOLDERS IN ONE OF THE 
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OFFICERS ARE DAVID MERORO, NATIONAL CHAIRMAN OF SWAPO IN 
NAMIBIA, AND THE FIVE MEN REPORTED AS HAVING BEEN ARRESTED 
PRIOR TO MERORO'S DETENTION (REFTEL C): F.ZRTF.T. TAAPOPI, 

ACTING CHAIRMAN OF YOUTH LEAGUE; AXEL JOHANNES, SWAPO ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY INHWINDHOEK; DANIEL SHIWANGURULA, SWAPO SECRETARY IN 
WALVIS BAY; BENJAMIN NAMALAMBO, MEMBER OF SWAPO EXECUTIVE IN 
WINDHOEK; AND SHIHEPO MBILI, MEMBER OF YOUTH LEAGUE EXECUTIVE IN 
WINDHOEK. THE NAMES OF NON-OFFICE BEARERS WERE NOT AVAILABLE. 

3. AS NOTED IN REFTEL (B), POLICE IN WINDHOEK NOT AUTHORIZED 
ISSUE ANY STATEMENTS. ACCORDING TO NEWSPAPER SOURCES THERE, 

PRESS BEING TOLD TO DIRECT INQUIRIES TO POLICE SPECIAL BRANCH 
IN PRETORIA. HOWEVER, EXCEPT FOR INITIAL STATEMENT 

BY SWA ADMINISTRATOR VAN DER WALT, NEITHER SAG NOR SWA AUTHORITIES 
HAVE MADE ANY STATEMENT REGARDING THE CASE. 

4. OFFICIAL IN OFFICE OF PM'S REPRESENTATIVE SAID A LAWYER IS 
WORKUNG ON BEHALF OF DETAINEES. HOWEVER, BECAUSE TERRORISM 
ACT PROVIDES THAT DETAINEES ARE DENIED ACCESS TO COUNSEL, LAWYER 
HAS BEEN UNABLE TO SEE ANY OF HIS CLIENTS. OFFICIAL WAS UNABLE 

GIVE US NAME OF LAWYER BUT SAID HE WOULD ENDEAVOR DO SO TOMORROW. 
HE SAID THAT AT THIS JUNCTURE THERE NO INDICATION OF WHAT CHARGES 
MIGHT BE BROUGHT AGAINST DETAINEES OR WHETHER ANY OF THEM MIGHT 
BE RELEASED AFTER QUESTIONING. 

SMITH 
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